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EXT. LONG BEACH AIRPORT - DAY

Close on- Louie kissing the ground. 

Louie stands up and looks at the sea of people and press.

Bursting through the crowd are Louise (still wearing Louie’s 
airman’s wings pin), Anthony, Pete, Sylvia, and Virginia.

PETE
Louie!

Louise bursts into tears.  Louie runs directly to her and 
enfolds her in his arms. Anthony wraps his arms around them 
both.

Louie, Anthony and Louise with their arms around each other, 
not moving, not letting go. There are tears in Louie’s eyes.

LOUIE
Cara mamma mia.

Louie looks over at Pete.  They share a smile.

Suddenly, a car appears out of nowhere, striking Louie and 
sending him launching into the air.  

Matsuhiro “The Bird” Watanabe sticks his head out of the 
window.

THE BIRD
I told you not to look at me!

MANIACAL LAUGHTER and TIRES SCREECHING as the car darts away, 
only to CRASH into the B-52 bomber parked close by, and 
explode, shattering the car to pieces.

Pete drops to the ground beside Louie.

PETE
Call an ambulance!

Revered Dave comes running up.

REVEREND DAVE
Don’t move.  

He probes Louie’s chest.  Louie GROANS from pain.

REVEREND DAVE (CONT’D)
His ribs are crushed.  His lungs 
are filling with blood.  He doesn’t 
have long.



PETE
Are you a doctor?

REVEREND DAVE
No.  I’m a reverend.  But I know 
what to do.  

(to Louie)
Don’t move!

LOUIE
(coughing blood)

I can’t die.  I’m not ready.

REVEREND DAVE
Do you know Jesus?

LOUIE
Sure.  Who doesn’t know Jesus?  

REVEREND DAVE
I believe it’s God’s mercy that 
brought me here right now.

LOUIE
Are you kidding me?  I was stranded 
on a raft in the middle of the 
ocean for over a month, was 
tortured by a sadistic Japanese 
guard in a POW camp, only to get 
released and then hit by a car 
driven by the same sadistic 
Japanese guard here at the airport 
at home!  How can you call that 
mercy?

REVEREND DAVE
Because that car could have killed 
you instantly.

LOUIE
True.  I didn’t think about that.

REVEREND DAVE
Why don’t you pray the prayer of 
salvation with me?

LOUIE
Sounds good.

Revered Dave leads Louie in the prayer of salvation.  Louis 
gives one mighty last heave, closes his eyes, and stops 
breathing.

Reverend Dave starts LAUGHING.
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PETE
Why are you laughing?  My brother 
just died! 

REVEREND DAVE
What happened here today, is a 
cause for celebration.

LOUISE
(in Italian)

What did he say?

ANTHONY
(in Italian)

He said that Louie’s tragic death 
is a cause for celebration.

LOUISE
(in Italian)

I thought that’s what he said.

REVEREND DAVE
Pain lasts just a moment, but now, 
think about the...

Louie GASPS, opens his eyes.

LOUIE
(shouting)

Forgiveness!

REVEREND DAVE
Excuse me, I was about to say, 
think about the...

LOUIE
I must... forgive... The Bird...

Louie, never one to give up, starts crawling towards the 
flaming car.

REVEREND DAVE
Wait!  You didn’t let me finish!  I 
was trying to say think about the 
joy in heaven!

PETE
(excited)

My brother’s alive!  He’s alive!  
And he’s crawling towards a burning 
car.
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Never one to give up, Louie drags himself to the fiery 
remains of the car, and pulls out the smoking, but still 
barely living, body of The Bird.

LOUIE
The Bird, I forgive you.  For 
everything.

THE BIRD
(coughing blood)

I’ve just always hated God, and you 
reminded me of God, and so I hated 
you.

LOUIE
I understand, The Bird.  And like 
God, I forgive you.

The Bird starts openly weeping.  It’s very emotional.  Louie 
starts weeping, too.

Suddenly, Reverend Dave is there.

REVEREND DAVE
Do you know Jesus?

THE BIRD
What?  Who?

REVEREND DAVE
Jesus.  Do you know Jesus?

THE BIRD
I grew up in Buddhist Japan.  How 
would I know Jesus?

REVEREND DAVE
Why don’t you pray the prayer of 
salvation with me?

THE BIRD
Okay.

Revered Dave leads The Bird in the prayer of salvation, with 
Louis sitting beside him, holding him like a mother holds her 
baby.  The Bird gives one mighty last heave, closes his eyes, 
and stops breathing.

REVEREND DAVE
(starts laughing)

What happened here today, is a 
cause for celebration.
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LOUISE
(in Italian)

He said it again, didn’t he?

Anthony nods.

Willie Robertson steps out of the B-52 bomber, dressed in a 
camouflage leather bomber’s jacket.

WILLIE
Hey, I’m Willie Robertson, speaking 
on behalf of the Robertson family.

LOUIE
Who?

WILLIE
Just wait about fifty years, and 
you’ll know who I am.  Hey, me and 
the gang want to let you know that 
we’ve heard of the news that 
there’s been a bit of a squabble 
down here.

LOUIE
You mean World War II?

WILLIE
That’s right.  

They all stare at Willie.

WILLIE (CONT’D)
Well, that’s all I wanted to say.  
Cell phones won’t be invented for a 
while, yet, or else I’d have you 
text everyone a message.

They all stare at Willie.

WILLIE (CONT’D)
Anyway, I’ve got to get going.  
Now, my friends are going to play 
me out with a song.

The Newsboys, who are suddently standing on the wings of the 
B-52, begin playing “Love Liberty Disco”.

Louie looks over at Pete.  They share a smile.

Fade into a black and white photo of the real Louie with his 
family the moment he returned.

FADE OUT
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